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croft and read widely that summer to gain material. The result was an
historical exposition, in the worst modern dissertation style, in which
he tried to demonstrate that the colonies had exercised sovereignty over
slavery, and therefore the territories could do so, in strict American tra-
dition. This article was published the first week of September in Har-
per's Magazine and immediately attracted wide attention.
It must be answered, and Black sat down to reply. He spared no
words, but the gist of his argument was trenchant: the Supreme Court
had decided that a territory did not have the power which Douglas
claimed for it. This reply inaugurated a pamphlet debate. Douglas
replied, Black rebutted, Reverdy Johnson made his contribution, and
in the end no minds were changed. Nobody had ever been able to get
behind Douglas's realistic statement of the fact that the people in any
locality did do as they pleased; but men could and did brand him as a
rebel against law and order, as an opponent of the Supreme Court,
just like the Republicans.21
Douglas was really making some progress toward his goal. Conven-
tions in Vermont, Maine, and Massachusetts had yielded a few dele-
gates. In New York die split in the party was at the moment not so
important as the fact that his friends were to control the delegation.
Yet he had telling disadvantages. His position was too well known, and
his enemies could work under the cover of favorite sons. Misfortune
was beginning to stalk his steps. His wife came dangerously near to
death again in childbirth and survived only to lose the little girl in a
few short weeks. Thus twice in two years they had suffered this most
devastating tragedy.22 Less personal, but of great political significance,
was another disaster on the distant Pacific shore.
vn
A new element in American politics and particularly in the Demo-
cratic party was now coming into prominence, as the rising communities
of California, Oregon, and Washington played their peculiar brand of
politics. In California the Gwin-Broderick feud had been growing in
intensity. Broderick's alliance with Douglas in the Lecompton battle
had brought all the administration guns to bear upon him and certainly